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3 Prithiraj was one of the most gallant chieftains of the age,
and like the Troubadour princes of the West, could grace a
cause with the soul-inspiring effusions of the muse, as well
as and it with his sword; any in an assembly of the bards
of Rajasthan the palm of merit was unanimously awarded

to the Rathore cavalier. (Col. Todd)
¥  The Veli of Krsna and Rukmini by Rathora Prithi Raja of
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9 He was an admirer of courage and unbending dignity and
a sworn enemy of degradation and cringing servility. With
the same freshness with which he would compose a song
in praise of an act of gallantary or of determination perform-
ed by a friend or by a foe, he would condemn in verses
his own brother, the Raja of Bikaner, or even the all-
powerful Akbar for any act of injustice committed by
them. (Dr. Tessitori)
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(F) This Veli of Krsna and Rukmini by Rathora Prithiraja
of Bikaner, is one of the most fulgent gems in the rich
mine of the Rajasthani literature. Composed in the lumi-
nous days of Akbar, this masterpiece of the Rajput muse
has been awarded the palm by the consensus of all the
bards who have sat in the tribunal of critic from those
times to this day. The contemporary bard who held the
apparition of the new star in the Parnassion sky as a “fifth
Veda or a nineteenth Purana’ was, in a grossly inappro-
priate but very expressive language, only giving vent to his
unbounded admiration : while the other bard, who pictured
the Veli as ‘a veritable’ creeper of ambrosia spreading in
luxuriant growth all over the earth’ was at the same time
proclaiming the immortality of the poem and foretelling
the immense diffusion which it was destined to obtain
in the land of Dingala. In a less picturesque, but more
accurate language, one would say today that this little
poem by Prithiraja is one of the most perfect productions
of the Dingala literature, a marvel of poetical ingenuity in
which, like in the Taj of Agra, elaborateness of detail is
combined with simplicity of conception, and exquisiteness
of feeling is glorified in immaculateness of form. (Tessitori)
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Then with great ability Prithi Raja draws a discreet curtain
before the thalamus of the two lovers and, leading us outside
into the dark light, makes us watch the breaking of the day
and then in succession the passing of the six seasons of the
Indian year ; the summer, the rainy season, the autumn, the
winter, the sisira, and lastly the spring. It is like a succession
of magic-lantern pictures on a wall, each stanza is a quadrate
in itself worked to perfection with that elegance in which
Indian poets of the seasons succeed so well.
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(&) @@ (Ignoring the principal factor—the hero
or the heroine)—Short Analysis of Kavya Prakasa by
Amareswar Thakur.
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=T @A faed §—The great merit of the poem is in the
combination of a delightful genuineness and naturalness of
expression with the most rigorous elaborateness of style.
Apart from the contents, it is, as regards form, like Horace
in Dingala. All the Procrustean rules of Dingala poetry are
observed to the largest possible extent and yet the language is
not distorted, but runs as natural and easy as it would probably
have been if the poet had refused to walk with the shackles
of the internal rhymes and of the venasagai ; only more
elegant, more exquisite, more musical. Indeed the musicality
of the verses is such that nothing could more conspicuously
prove the error of them who hold that Dingala is too harsh for
erotical or idyllic subjects and is fit only heroic themes.
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